SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 25 APRIL 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the Mailchimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

ELECTRONIC VOTING FOR THE 2021 SARL AGM MOTIONS 

THE SARL 40 M GRID SQUARE CLUB SPRINT ON FREEDOM DAY 
and 

THE ZS SOTA AUTUMN ACTIVITY DAY ON 1 MAY 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We start the bulletin with the news of a silent key. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Barry Nugent, ZS2NF 
of Uniondale went silent on Sunday 18 April 2021 after battling a long illness. 
Barry was a true gentleman. We extend our sincere condolences to his wife 
Colleen, family and friends. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Laurie Devereux, ZS5DL 
went silent on Saturday 24 April 2021. Laurie had served on the SARL Council 
for many years and was part of the Amateur Radio Today team for a number 
of years. He also served on the committees of the Durban and Highway Clubs. 
We extend our sincere condolences to his daughter Jess, family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
ELECTRONIC VOTING FOR THE 2021 SARL AGM MOTIONS 


The voting for the 2021 AGM Motions opened at 00:01 CAT yesterday Saturday 
24 April 2021 and will close at 23:59 CAT on Monday 3 May 2021. Go to 
the public voting page www.sarl.org.za/Web3/ElectronicVoting/Default.aspx to 
cast your vote. You need to click on the box ”I confirm that I have read and 
fully understand the Motions listed above.” Then sign in with your call sign and 
password. The voting options for each motion are ”Yes” or ”No” or ”Abstain.” 


Follow the instructions on the voting page and submit your vote. You will 
receive an e-mail confirming that you have voted. 


The motions deal with the approval of the minutes of 2019 Annual General 
Meeting, the unaudited accounts for the period ending 28 February 2021, the 
proposed budget for year ending 30 June 2022, the proposed subscriptions for 
year 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022, the reappointment of the Auditors, an addi- 
tional Membership Category: Family Membership, the reviewing of the criteria 
for determining which members may register and vote at meetings convened by 
the SARL and the ratification Councillors elected for a new term. 


VOTING RESULTS FOR THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 


At the close of voting on Thursday evening 22 April, 209 votes were cast, with 
202 votes in favour and 7 abstentions. The Annual Financial Statements for the 
year ending 30 June 2020 are thus approved. 


THE SARL 40 M GRID SQUARE CLUB SPRINT ON FREEDOM DAY 


The second leg of the SARL 40 m Grid Square Club Sprint is on the air from 
12:00 to 13:00 UTC (14:00 to 15: CAT) on Tuesday 27 April with CW and SSB 
activity. The exchange is a RS or RST report, the name of your club and your 
4 character grid square (e.g., KF15). The QSY rules for sprints apply. You earn 
2 points for every QSO, 2 points for the first QSO with each grid square and 1 
point for each club worked. Log sheets in MS Excel format must be submitted 
by 23:59 CAT on Sunday 2 May by e-mail to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za. The rules are 
on page 65 of the Blue Book. 


YOTA ONLINE 29 APRIL 2021 


The next Youngsters on the Air (YOTA) Online takes place from 18:00 UTC 
(20:00 CAT) on Thursday 29 April. YOTA say, “In this newest episode the 
team will present the main topic ‘The end... but a new beginning!’” This time 
we will give you some insights on our recent YOTA Online sessions, talk about 
our future with this and other upcoming projects. Further, we will focus on the 
ongoing pandemic problem and its possibilities. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE ZS PARKS ON THE AIR ACTIVITY DURING THE HOLIDAYS 


This is a fun event to encourage radio amateurs to participate in the Parks on 
the Air (POTA) programme. The activity is open to all radio amateurs and 
it is not a contest. Southern African Parks on the Air can be found at https: 
//zsfaunaandflora.wordpress.com/. All activations must be according to the 
POTA/WWFF rules. You must make 10 QSOs (44 QSOs for the international 
awards) for your activity to count towards an activator award. The QSOs can 
be made over a number of days or visits. The POTA activity is on the air 
during the 2021 school holidays and activity is on all amateur bands and modes. 
The exchange is a RS, RST or RSQ report and the POTA/WWFF reference. 
Submit your log to zs4bfn@mweb.co.za as soon as possible after the activity. 


You should send your log in ADIF format and please use the following naming 
convention "CALL @SAFF-0xxx YYYYMMDD.adi.” Read more on page 106 
of the 2021 Blue Book. 


THE ZS SOTA AUTUMN ACTIVITY DAY ON 1 MAY 


This is a fun event to encourage radio amateurs to participate in the Summits 
on the Air (SOTA) programme. The activity day is open to all radio amateurs 
and runs from 00:00 to 23:59 CAT on Saturday 1 May 2021. All activations 
must be according to the SOTA rules: Activators must carry their station, mast 
and antenna to the summit and may not operate from a building or vehicle. 
Chasers may operate from any station. Summits may only be activated by each 
amateur once per calendar year. Club call signs may not be used. The points 
for the Summit as determined by the SOTA programme are not used for the 
score calculations. 


Activity is on all amateur bands and modes and the exchange is a RS, RST or 
RSQ report and the SOTA reference. You participate as an Activator (preferred) 
or a Chaser. You score 10 Points for each contact made as a chaser and 10 Points 
for each contact made as an activator, a Summit to Summit contact counts as 
a chase and an activation. Upload your SOTA log to the SOTA Database as 
soon as possible after the Activity Day. The points for the QSO Party will be 
calculated by the ZS SOTA Management team from the logs entered into the 
SOTA database. Turn to page 104 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOCIATION VALVE QSO PARTY ON 1 AND 2 
MAY 


The aim of the AWA Valve QSO party is to create activity on the 40 and 80 
metre bands. It is a phone only contest using AM and SSB. Preferably, valve 
radios or radios with valves in them may be used. No linear amplifiers may be 
used. The AM QSO Party runs from 13:00 to 17:00 UTC (15:00 to 19:00 CAT) 
Saturday 1 May and the SSB QSO Party from 13:00 to 17:00 UTC (15:00 to 
19:00 CAT) Sunday 2 May. Activity is on 40 metres: 7 063 kHz to 7 100 kHz 
and 7 130 kHz to 7 200 kHz and 80 metres: 3 603 kHz to 3 650 kHz. The 
exchange is your call sign, a RS report, a consecutive serial number starting at 
001 and the type of radio used, for example, HT37 TX. The log sheets must be 
submitted by Friday 7 May 2021 to andyzs6ady@vodamail.co.za. Certificates 
will be awarded to the first three places in each category - AM and SSB. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low to moderate levels. There are currently two sunspot regions visible. Minor 
C-class or M-class solar flares are expected. If you want to do your own fre- 
quency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be 
around twelve. The 10 to 30 m bands will especially during the late afternoons, 
provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


27 April — Freedom Day and the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint 
29 April —- YOTA Online 


1 May — Workers Day, the ZS-SOTA Activity Day and the AWA Valve AM QSO 
Party 


2 May — The AWA Valve SSB QSO Party and closing of the ZS POTA Activity 
3 May - Provincial Schools re-open and voting closes on AGM Motions. 

8 and 9 May — The SARL VHF/UHF Digital contest 

9 May — Mother’s Day 

12 May — The Early Morning Coffee Sprint 

16 May — the ZS3 Sprint 

19 May — the SARL 80 m Club Sprint 


22 May — the Radio Amateur Examination 
29 and 30 May — the CQ WPX CW Contest 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The voting for the 2021 AGM Motions opened at 00:01 CAT yesterday Saturday 
24 April 2021 and will close at 23:59 CAT on Monday 3 May 2021. Go to 
the public voting page www.sarl.org.za/Web3/ElectronicVoting/Default.aspx to 
cast your vote. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, edited 
by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


